Dear Early Childhood Professional,

Iowa AEYC is proud to supply you with this toolkit to engage in advocacy during Day Without Child Care on May 12, 2025.  Day Without Child Care was established in 2022 in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic as a way to shed light on the necessity of child care programs for families, communities, and economies. The purpose of Day Without Child Care is to make you imagine: what would happen if I didn’t have child care? The answer would likely be a huge disruption in your day-to-day life, which is why we want to emphasize the importance of the work you do.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Iowa is consistently in the top three states for percentage of children under age 6 with all available parents in the labor force, clocking in at 75% in 2023. With programs closing at unprecedented rates (38% of programs have closed since 2017), cost of child care exceeding housing cost, and 80% of programs facing staffing shortages, many families are seeing a “day without child care” become weeks or months without child care, not only directly impacting families, but ultimately costing the state of Iowa over $900 million in economic losses.
Enclosed you will find a variety of resources to explain to your families the importance of child care and what Day Without Child Care signifies: stickers for your parents and other providers in your program, a photo sign for parents and children to pose with, and a flyer to distribute to your families. On the second page of this document, you will find a number of clickable QR codes to print additional resources, such as additional copies of the stickers, photo sign, and flyer, as well as an exclusive email template to teach your families about the purpose of Day Without Child Care.  
Thank you for participating in this important day of advocacy. We would love to see and hear how you’re getting involved – tag us on social media (@IowaAEYC) so we can see the impact you’re making in your community!
Sincerely,
The Iowa AEYC Team 


Additional Resources
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Parent Stickers:
Avery Presta Template 94513
[image: ]
Provider Stickers:
Avery Presta Template 94513
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Email Template to Families
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Photo Sign
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Flyer for Families
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