
Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential		 Level I	

Associate Degree 
In early childhood education or closely related

Bachelor’s, Master’s, or Doctorate Degree
In early childhood education or closely related

License, certificate, or other professional 
credentials in area of expertise

Level II

Level III

Specialty Instructor/
Guest Speaker

Education Level Instructor Level

Minimum three years 
experience in early 
childhood education or 
closely related field.

Minimum of six hours  
successful experience 
as a trainer in the past 
three years.

I have completed a minimum of a 
90 min Adult Educator Training from 
Iowa AEYC, CCR&R or another 
approved organization in the past 
three years.

I will be presenting with a qualified presenter that 
meets the above requirements.

I am a Speciality Instructor/
Guest Speaker.

Iowa AEYC Adult Educator/Instructor Rubric
All presenters at Iowa AEYC training events are considered Adult Educators or Instructors and must 
complete the Iowa AEYC Adult Educator/Instructor Application & Agreement and meet the appropriate 
qualifications to be eligible to provide professional development trainings for approved Iowa DHS training 
credit hours through Iowa AEYC. The area of expertise provided should match the topic and content of 
the training provided.     

Please see the guide below to determine your Instructor Level

Level I, II, and III Instructors must meet the following qualifications:

Or, fall under one of these categories:




